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Bill Type and Number: Ordinance 2013-178
Introducer/Sponsor(s): Council Members Bishop, Anderson, Boyer, Brown, Carter, Clark, Crescimbeni, Daniels, Gaffney, Gulliford, Holt, Jones, Joost, Lee, Love, Lumb, Redman, Schellenberg & Yarborough
Date of Introduction: March 12, 2013
Committee(s) of Reference: 

Date of Analysis: March 14, 2013
Type of Action: Petition to Florida Legislature and Governor; requesting emergency approval
Bill Summary: The bill expresses the City Council’s support for House Bill 721 and Senate Bill 922 which would authorize an additional $2 million sales tax rebate to provide funding for capital improvements to stadiums that house professional sports franchises when the operators of such stadiums propose to use the funds to make improvements to a stadium with a long-term professional sports tenant so as to meet league-wide standards for stadium quality and when such stadium produces over $4 million per year in sales taxes from stadium operations.
Background Information: If the bills pass the Legislature and are approved by the Governor, Jacksonville would be eligible for a second $2 million per year sales tax rebate due to the economic impact of EverBank Field hosting the Jacksonville Jaguars franchise, assuming that events at the stadium can be proven to produce over $4 million per year in sales tax revenue and assuming that NFL Commissioner Roger Goodell certifies in writing a set of “facility standards” for NFL stadiums throughout the league which the Jaguars’ proposed improvements would be meeting. The bills require that in order for a sports facility to be eligible for the additional $2 million rebate, the professional sports franchise occupying the facility must have been in existence for at least 15 years, must have a signed lease for at least another 15 years in the facility, must produce an independent analysis or study showing that the facility will generate over $4 million per year in sales taxes from its operations, and there must be a plan for improvements to the facility of at least $80 million to meet or exceed facility standards applicable throughout the tenant’s league as certified by the league commissioner.

The City already has received a $2 million per year rebate since the Jaguars franchise began play in 1995.  That 30 year rebate will expire in 2025.  The combination of the new state sales tax rebate along with the existing sales tax rebate, tourist development tax allocation to the stadium, lease revenue and a financial contribution from the Jaguars would provide the funding for substantial capital improvements to the stadium proposed by the Jaguars.
Policy Impact Area: Stadium improvement funding
Fiscal Impact: The bills, if passed by the legislature, would authorize an additional $2 million per year sales tax rebate to the City, provided the operation of EverBank Field produces over $4 million per year in sales tax revenue to the state.
Analyst: Clements
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